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INFO AMEMBASSY SOFIA 

UNCLAS ADDIS ABABA 1453 

E.O. 11652N/A 
TAGS: EAID ET BU 

SUBJECT: ETHIOPIAN ECONOMIC DELEGATION VISITS BULGARIA 

1 . A NINE-MAN DELEGATION FROM THE EPMG, LED BY 
SECOND LT. GESSESSE WOLDE-KIDAN, DIRG OFFICIAL IN 
CHARGE OF ECONOMIC AFFAIRS, DEPARTED ADDIS ABABA 
MARCH 23 FOR SOFIA. ACCORDING TO PRESS REPORTS, 

THE DELEGATION WILL DISCUSS WITH BULGARIAN OFFICIALS 
HOW BEST TO IMPLEMENT ECONOMIC COOPERATION UNDER 
TERMS OF FIVE-YEAR AGREEMENT SIGNED IN FEBRUARY 1977. 

2. COMMENT: THE MEETING IN SOFIA IS BELIEVED TO BE 

THE FIRST SESSION OF THE JOINT ETHIO-BULGARIAN COMMITTEE 
FOR ECONOMIC SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL COOPERATION 
ESTABLISHED UNDER THE FEBRUARY 1977 AGREEMENT. DISCUSSIONS 
LIKELY WILL CENTER AROUND A PROMISED 5 MILLION 
BIRR (US DOLLARS 2.5 MILLION) LOAN TO FINANCE AND PROVIDE 
TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR AN AGRO-INDUSTRIAL COMPLEX IN ETHIOPIA. 
ANY INFORMATION ON THIS MEETING FROM EMBASSY SOFIA 
WOULD BE APPRECIATED. 
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